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the constabulary were ordered to take posses-
sion of the premises, and oust the audacious
soapmakers. But the latter gallantly defended
themselves, and when the constables appeared
11 thrust long pikes through the walls at them,
and cast or squirted scalding liquor or lees upon
them." Further, as the State Paper puts it,
" the said persons also showed themselves
armed with naked swords, pistols, and a great
mastiff dog; and, in a contemptuous manner,
affirmed that they there boiled soap, and would
boil soap, and threatened to kill whosoever
should enter upon them, desperately saying
they would die rather than yield." This was
the kind of interference that trade had to con-
tend with in all quarters, and it very naturally
awoke a strong spirit of defiance. Solid pro-
gress under such circumstances was impossible.
Trade, however, had learned so many lessons
in the past that even in these troubled times
it was able to take care of itself to some extent.
The spirit of progress was still there, and while
the bitter contention was going on between
King and Parliament some activity was dis-
played in forwarding developments which were
destined to be of great utility to the national
industries. A system of internal posts was
established, which included a running-post
between London and Edinburgh, " to go thither
and come back again in six days," as well as
bye-posts connecting the leading towns with
each other and with the metropolis. Postal
service for foreign letters had been established
by James L, and both this and the new inland
service were farmed out to private persons,